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SUMMARY

EMIGRATION FROM VENETIAN SLOVENIA TO NORTH AMERICA AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY ON THE BASIS OF PASSENGER LISTS
Aleksej KALC

The paper examines the little-known phenomenon of emigration from Venetian Slo-
venia to the USA from the beginning of the 20th century to the 1930s. The analysis is 
based on passenger lists compiled by the US immigration authorities. The dynamic 
and structural characteristics of the overseas migration are presented in comparison 
with the seasonal labour migrations prevailing in Friuli and in Venetian Slovenia at 
the time. The overseas migrants were predominantly men heading to mining and 
industrial centres. Apart from ten percent of skilled workers, mainly masons, the emi-
grants were unskilled labourers. They commuted from the European seasonal labour 
market to the longer-lasting and often repeated labour periods in the USA. Most 
of them, however, settled in America permanently, which coincided with the immi-
gration of women (16%), especially wives and other members of the nuclear family, 
whose arrivals were concentrated in the years after WWI. The emigration to the USA 
was a turning point in Venetian Slovenia’s migration history, as it marked a deviation 
from the seasonal tradition and the conservative socio-economic strategies of the 
rural communities. This was the first significant permanent emigration from the area 
and resulted in a loss of residents in the post-WWI period.
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